
Absent and departed 

 

Desert of Stones 

 

The video “Desert of stones” is an attempt to document memory, the loss of memory, 

and the traces of left memory on the present. The story that comes out tries to fill in an 

emptiness. The emptiness that I depict is about the historical gap between then and 

now, between a traumatic war experience and the glorifying feeling of love for life 

sustained by a consistent dose of humor and about the resistance against forgetfulness.   

The story pictures a city that doesn’t exist anymore. The interlocutor witnessed the 

bombing of Rotterdam when he was very young. Living in the outskirts of the city, he 

saw the enemy airplanes coming over and a strange curiosity pushed him to climb the 

rooftop of his house and look towards the horizon where buildings, houses, streets and 

parks were turned to stones and ashes through fire and from where people were 

running away, giving up on their past and the memory of the city they inhabited. It 

happened fast and the city lost his heart, they say. The desert left behind was a place 

for new beginning, for a new Rotterdam to build upon its own ashes. Today the 

phantomatic memory of the city without a heart slips through in our hearts and minds 

towards a place where all memories go when they pass away.  

The story of permanent departure towards a thrilling unknown, describes the 

immediate feeling of absence left behind by people or places, the irreversible absence 

of people and places that don’t exist anymore and can’t be replaced.  

There is an optimistic message in between the lines of this story though. The message 

would discover the beauty of a world in continuous change and transition to 

something new, unexpected, full of hope and dreams.  
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